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danger of schism. He warned bishops that by rejecting his communion they were severing themselves from the Church of Christ, and he cordially invited all who still felt scruples to come to Borne and discuss the matter with him personally.1
Besides these arguments, Pelagius endeavoured to employ another less convincing. Narses the Governor was, as I have said, a man of strong religious feelings, and to him the Pope appealed to crush out the evil by forcible means. " Do not be deterred," he wrote, "by the silly objection that the Church is persecuting. . . . No man is a persecutor unless he constrains people to do what is wrong. He who punishes evil deeds or prevents their commission is not a persecutor, but a friend. . . That schism is an evil, and that schismatics should be put down by the secular arm, we learn both from Holy Scripture and the Fathers. But whoever is separated from the Apostolic See is undoubtedly in schism. ... Do not hesitate, therefore, to repress such persons by your authority as governor and judge. . . . There are a thousand examples and a thousand decrees which clearly prove that those who cause division in the Holy Church should be punished by the officers of the State, not only with exile, but also with confiscation of property and severe imprisonment."2 Whether Narses ever took steps in accordance with the Pope's wishes, we do not know. It is certain however, that the schism continued in Northern Italy, creating a regrettable division of strength at a time when the closest union was absolutely necessary for the welfare of the country.
Pelagius died in the year 560, and John the Third was elected in his stead. But at this point we will leave for a time the consideration of the Papacy. The strength and the weakness of its position at this period have been pointed out. Its strength lay in the increase of its legal jurisdiction, and the removal of the secular government to so great a distance from Borne* Its weakness arose from the Italian schism and Jmstinian's love of interfering even in matters purely ecclesiastical. The causes of weakness, however, were soon to be lessened or removed, while the elements of strength were deafeet to be multiplied. Thus the prospects of the Papacy were hoprful. For the Popes, as for Rome itself, a new age was about to begin.
1 Pelagii I. JBfep. 5, 6, 9,15 (Migne P. L. bdx).
2  Ibid, 2 (Migne, box. 394). pro hac nee sitatenisitemplumexpeterebeati Pancratii, ut eius severitatis censura publ discernente aut veritatem audientes credant aut pro fallacia iudicii                      t
